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as Pedrarias), and he hated and feared Balboa, for the discoverer
of the Pacific knew too much.

When Balboa crossed the Isthmus for a second time he built
himself several small vessels on the Pacific side, by means of
which, if it had not been for a sudden storm, he might even
have reached the gold-land of Peru.

Pedrarias decided to rid himself quickly of a subordinate who
was much too energetic and too independent to suit his own
taste. He sent word to Balboa, inviting him to report at the
Governor's headquarters in Darien (the old name for the wlolc
of the Isthmus). Balboa, expecting a reward for his labours,
accepted the invitation. He was at once arrested, accused of
high treason, and brought before a special tribunal, which, act-
ing upon the Governor's ordersa condemned him to be decapi-
tated. Such was the end of the man who discovered the Pacific.

It was also the end of certain plans which Balboa seems to
have had in regard to the further exploration of his pet ocean.
About these plans we know only through certain letters he had
apparently sent to Spain before his fete overtook him. But as
the blundering Pedrarias had every reason to want the memory
of his dangerous rival to be forgotten as quickly as possible,
headquarters at home did not receive these documents until it
was too late. In the meantime, in order that the Spanish down
might be impressed by his own zeal, Pedrarias in the year 1519
founded a city on the Pacific side of the Isthmus. It was that
same city of Panama which is now the capital of the republic
created by the grace of the late Teodoro di Campo Rosso, tweary-
sixth President of the United States, and, according to the latest
information irom Naziland, the descendant of an Italian Jew
who settled in the Low Countries in the middle of the sixteenth
century and Dutchified his name into Roosevelt

And here we reach the end of the sad story of Don Vasco
Nunez de Balboa. Four ships which he had started to build on
the Pacific side were never finished, and it was not until die
vear i*2q thatPizarro, in search of the gold-land Peru, followed